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tries". I have notified the House of Representatives and the Senate of my 
intentions to designate these countries and given the considerations enter
ing into my decision. 

2. In order to add these countries to the Ust of beneficiary countries, I am 
amending the Annex to Proclamation 5133. I am also making certain techni
cal corrections to the Annex to that proclamation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, acting under the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the statutes of the United States, including but not limited to section 212 of 
the Act, do proclaim that: 19 USC 2702. 

(1) The list of countries in the Annex to Proclamation 5133 of November 30, 
1983, is hereby amended by adding, in alphabetical order, "Antigua and 
Barbuda", "Belize", "El Salvador", "Grenada", "Guatemala", "Haiti", "Hon
duras", "Montserrat", and "Virgin Islands, British". 

(2) The references to "the United States Committee for the Implementation 
of Textile Agreements" in the Annex to Proclamation 5133 of November 30, 
1983, are corrected to read "the United States". 

(3) The reference to TSUS items "748.45^78.50" in the Annex to Proclama
tion 5133 of November 30, 1983, is corrected to read "748.45-748.50". 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth 
day of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-
three, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and eighth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Editorial Note: The text of the President's letters to the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
and the President of the Senate, dated Dec. 29, 1983, on his intention to sign Proclamation 5142, is 
printed in the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents (vol. 19, p. 1749). 

Proclamation 5143 of January 3,1984 

Alaska Statehood Day, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The Territory of Alaska was admitted to the Union on January 3, 1959, as 
the forty-ninth State. In the twenty-five years since then, the sturdy inhabit
ants of our largest State have continued with distinction the work of devel
oping this vast storehouse of abundant resources, while preserving its spe
cial environment. As a result of their efforts, Alaska now produces one-
eighth of the Nation's gold, one-fifth of its petroleum, and two-fifths of its 
harvested fish. Ten of the sixteen strategic minerals vital to our Nation's 
security are produced in Alaska. The millions of dollars worth of minerals, 
forest and food products, and energy resources produced each year have 
long since repaid many times over the $7,000,000 paid by the United States 
to purchase Alaska in 1867. 

The people of Alaska constitute a special resource, one which has m:ade 
possible the wise use of all the other abundant resources of this important 
State. Native Alaskans and immigrants from every State, as well as foreign 
countries, have worked together to build the cities, pipelines, rail, water, 
air, and ground transportation facilities which are the basis of Alaska's 
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prosperity. Their hard work and dedication are an example to the rest of 
our people as we work to maintain America's greatness. 

In recognition of the importance of Alaska's people and its scenic and natu
ral resources to the United States and in honor of the twenty-fifth anniver
sary of the admission of Alaska into the Union, the Congress, by Senate 

97 Stat. 212. Joint Resolution 42, has authorized and requested the President to proclaim 
January 3, 1984, as "Alaska Statehood Day." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim January 3, 1984, as Alaska Statehood Day 
and call upon the people of the United States and the Federal, State, and 
local governments to observe that day with appropriate ceremonies. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 3rd day of Jan., 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-4, and of the Independ
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and eighth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5144 of January 3,1984 

National Consumers Week, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The American consumer has been blessed by the freedom to participate in 
a social, economic, and governmental system that is unparalleled in any 
other land. Since the founding of this country, Americans have benefitted 
from the fruits of a free society. We are free to learn, free to choose a voca
tion, free to produce, and free to pm-chase. These fundamental freedoms 
and the willingness of our people to work hard have helped make America 
great. Americans are prosperous and enjoy a standard of living that is the 
envy of the world. It is appropriate to focus special attention on consumers 
and the important role they play in our economic and social system. 

We have emerged from a recession on a wave of consumer optimism that 
dramatically proves the truth of this year's slogan—"Consumers Mean Busi
ness." Our economic recovery program has dramatically lowered inflation 
and interest rates, giving buyers more disposable income. Consumers are 
reacting to the Nation's resurgent economy by purchasing homes, automo
biles, durable goods, and those products or services which enhance the 
quality of life. With greater purchasing power, it is important that consum
ers have access to the latest information. 

Consumers need to understand the market economy, both here and abroad, 
and their options for earning, spending, saving, and investing income. In
creased consumer and economic education in schools, workshops, the 
media, and the distribution of informative materials from government and 
business give consumers a greater appreciation of their rights and responsi
bilities in our incomparable American economy. 

Those who are sensitive to consumer needs and services and recognize that 
well-informed consumers mean business—repeat sales and sound market 
relationships—can expect to be rewarded with continuing opportunities to 
serve and profit. Wise consumers, properly informed and working with 
business representatives at all levels, can assure that oxa marketplace oper
ates on mutual trust and fairness. 
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